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Introduction to the Study: 

· We are inviting you to be in a research study.  We would like you to comment on the good and bad parts of a computer program called a Document Skimmer. 
· This software will be used to help people who are blind hear text read more quickly.
· This research is part of a project for a class taught by Dr. Gary Bishop in the Computer Science department.  Alex Krstic, Kelly Van Busum, and Suzanne Vogel, who are graduate students, will be doing this research.
· Between 3 and 10 people will participate in this study.
Purpose: 

· The purpose of this study is to get feedback about the software we have written so that it can be improved.
· Eventually this software will be freely available to anyone who likes to hear text read aloud.  
· We hope this software will help people read books and web pages and search the Internet more effectively.
What Will Happen During the Study: 

1.  We will meet with you once for this study.  It should take no longer than 2 hours.

2.  We will ask you to take part in 3 tasks. 

· During Task 1 the researchers will ask you questions.  You will use the computer program to find the answer to these questions.

· During Tasks 2 and 3 you will hear some text read to you using the computer program.  Then the researcher will ask you questions about what you have heard.

3.   Sometimes the researchers will watch you while you take part in these tasks.  The researchers may write down their observations.

4.  Sometimes the researchers may time how long it takes you to complete a portion of a task.

5.  After each task, the researchers will ask you some questions about the software.  

6.  After you have finished all 3 tasks, the researchers will ask you some questions about the software.  
7.  We may ask you two types of questions.  

· Some questions will be about the text used in the software.  For example, if you read text about U.S. history, we may ask you a question about a president or about the pioneers.  It is O.K. if you are unable to answer some of these questions.

· Some questions will be about the software.  For example, we may ask you what you like and did not like about the software.  We may also ask you what was easy to use and what was hard to use.  

8. If you have any questions or concerns about being in this study, you should contact Kelly Van Busum at (919) 616-8291 or vanbusum@cs.unc.edu.  You may also contact Dr. Gary Bishop at (919) 962-1886 or gb@cs.unc.edu.
Your Privacy is Important: 

· We will make every effort to protect your privacy.
· Only Alex Krstic, Kelly Van Busum, Suzanne Vogel, and Dr. Gary Bishop will have access to the data used in this study.
· We will not use your name in any of the information we get from this study or in any of the research reports.
Risks and Discomforts: 

We do not know of any personal risk or discomfort you will have from being in this study. 

Your Rights: 

· You decide on your own whether or not you want to be in this study.
· You will not be treated any differently if you decide not to be in the study.
· If you decide to be in the study, you will have the right to stop being in the study at any time.

Institutional Review Board Approval: 

· The Academic Affairs Institutional Review Board (AA-IRB) at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has approved this study.
· If you have any concerns about your rights as a participant in this study, you may contact the AA-IRB at (919) 962-7761 or at aa-irb@unc.edu.
 

I have had the chance to ask any questions I have about this study, and they have been answered for me. 

I have read the information in this consent form, and I agree to be in the study. There are two copies of this form.  I will keep one copy and return the other to the investigator. 
  

______________________________                                      __________________________ 

(Signature of Participant)                                                                     (DATE) 
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