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Automated Language Analysis

1968 - 1969

Report on Research for the Period
March 1, 1968 - PFebruary 28, 1969

Sally Yeates Sedelow, Principal Investigator

ABSTRACT

This report describes research directed toward unequivocally
characterizing the language usage of any writer or speaker.
During the past year, a PREFIX program has increased the
root~grouping capability of the VIA package, which is a set
of programs designed for content, or thematic, analysls of a
written or spoken language unit. A ring-structure version

of VIA which provides great search flexibility as well as the
potential for extended explorations of semantic relationships,
as revealed by inferconnecting rings, has been further
developed. Research on the nature of thesauri has continued

facilitate computer-aided research on its structure, A set
of programs designed to show co=occurrence patterns has been
implemented, as have procedures for procducing non-verbal
representations of language-usage patterns.
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PREFACE

This project has received support from many sources
during the past year. The members of the Information Systems
Staff of the Office of Naval Research have been unfailingly
helpful whenever advice or administrative support was sought.
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has also
provided administrative assistance. In addition, the Department
of Computer and Information Science has provided office space
and equipment as well as secretarial support for the research
group and the Department of English has granted the principal
investigator a reduced teaching load, freeing time which 1is
partially allocated to this project, We also wish to extend

our thanks to all the individuals who have contributed, in one

way or another, to the furtherance of this research effort,
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