From Bourne, George, The American Textbook of Popery, Griffith & Simon, Philadelphia, 1846.  All italics omitted.

The following selections especially emphasize the nature of convents and monasteries, the characteristics of the Jesuit order, the properties of the confessional, and the persecutions of the Papacy, with a number of interesting illustrations.  Especially those incidents that illustrate the effect of the Papacy on the life of the common man are included.  Sometimes sentences begin or end in the middle due to one page being scanned but the preceding or following one being omitted.

[page 70, speaking of the third century]

It must also be recorded, that the ministers used their ordi-

nary dress, and that no one of the sacerdotal or pontifical vest-

ments, copied from the priests of the heathen Pantheon, had

then been introduced into the Church.  Euseb. Hist., Lib. 6,

Cap. 19.   The marriage of Christian preachers was also unre-

stricted. 
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fourth century, to the destruction of the national strength and

prosperity. So numerous had friars and nuns become, that the

Emperor Valens, after denouncing them as, "Ignoviae sectato-

res," imbodied a large army of monks, whom he collected from

Egypt alone, expressly to withstand the irruptions of the Goths

and Vandals. Prosper. Chron., Oros, Lib. 7, Lex Quiddam

Cod. de Decurion,

In Egypt, at that period, was formed the order of nuns. Du-

ring the anterior ages, the widows who had consecrated them-

selves to God for the service of his Church and the afflicted

Christian disciples, amid the scenes of persecution; resided with

their parents, and could always be released from their vow,

which was conditional, and temporary only in obligation. The

collection of young females in convents, near the monasteries of

men, was a contrivance of the Egyptian monks in their secluded

abodes, Nun is an ancient Egyptian word, and aptly expresses

the character. It means a woman abjectly submissive in body,

soul, and spirit, to the will of her superior-and thus completely

unfolds, even in the term, the incurable corruption of conventual

life, The loathsome wickedness which almost immediately at-

tended that perversion of the law of nature and the claims of

religion is described by the ancient writers in the most pungent

language.

In connection with that " mystery of iniquity," a celibate life

was extravagantly eulogized; and especially for the officers of

the churches. Hence, about the year 390, Siricius, the Roman

Prelate, issued his mandate prohibiting bishops, presbyters, and

deacons, to marry. Epist, 1, ad Himer. Tarracon., Canon 7;

in which he declared that the marriage of ministers after their

ordination is the same as the sin of adultery. His proof he pre-

tended to derive from the words of Paul, Romans 8: 8. "They

who are in the flesh cannot please God." How profound must

the universal ignorance have become, when the boasted arrogant

chief of the Christian churches could thus pervert Scripture to

sanction his corruptions.  Great, wide-spread, and lastmg con-
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tentions proceeded from that most ungodly display of the grand

apostacy.

...
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the ancient Britons and Scotch, with great multitudes in France

and Spain, sternly rejected those anti-christian corruptions.

To the sixth century, however, must be imputed some novel-

ties, for it was a period fertile in folly. The character of the

Lord's supper became so obscured, that it was generally deemed

to be a propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the dead; and

upon that anti-christian fiction was erected afterwards a

large proportion of the Romish heresies.

Indulgences, in the Popish acceptation of the term, seem to

have been first announced by Gregory I., who also enjoined

carrying about of the picture of the Virgin Mary at processions

and the burning of candles and tapers in the daytime, before

the idolatrous altars.

In the year 529 arose the regular orders of monks, who ra-

pidly filled all " the horns of the beast;" and attained wealth

honors, and power, not less immense than mischievous. To the

Benedictine monasteries, which were the primitive confederacies

of European friars, were speedily appended female convents, not

for instruction and temporary seclusion only, but for an unchang-

ing abode. Girls fled from their parents at an early age; and

women abandoned their husbands, purloined the domestic pro-

perty, and transferred it to the nunnery. Whence those monas-

teries soon were the curse of the nations. They are described

by Gregory Turonens, Books 9 and 10; " Monasteria officinae

nefandarum artium, rearum asyla, hereditatum voragines, patri-

monium gurgites, nec remedia libidinum sed fomenta, ac custo-

diae vi perfringendae. " A more correct delineation of male and

female convents, it would scarcely be possible to trace in any

language.

[translation:  Monasteries are shops of abominations, asylums for criminals, whirlpools of inheritances, and gulfs for patrimonies.  Instead of remedies, they are incentives to lust, and their safe-guards are destroyed by force.  Page 125.]

During the latter part of the sixth century, was illustrated the

immediate prelude to the evolution of the Pontificate. A prior

measure had removed the grand obstacle to the ecclesiastical

ascendency. The Emperor Justinian, in the year 536, issued

a decree, which exempted the ecclesiastics from the civil juris-

diction; by which act, the inferior servants of the churches be-

came mere vassals of their superiors, who were thus legalized
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which it was said had been granted by Constantine in the fourth

century, by which he had made a donation of Rome and a large

part of Italy to Pope Sylvester and his successors, as their tem-

poral inheritance. Baronius proved, that the deed was forgery

several hundred years after the death of Constantine, by a monk

called Balsamon, expressly to sustain inordinate usurpations of

the Roman Pontiff.

The corporeal presence of Christ in the Eucharist was first

announced about the beginning of the tenth century ; and the

mummery of naming bells with the same superstitious ceremo-

nies that are used in the exorcism of mankind, also was intro-

duced. To which was added the feast of all souls, or the day of

general delivery of souls from the prison of purgatory.

The Popedom itself was filled with schisms and contentions

during nearly one hundred and fifty years; at which time the

profoundest ignorance begloomed the nations, and the most ne-

farious wickedness was unrestrained. Rome itself was exactly as

described by the Apostle John, Revelation 18: 2, as " the habi-

tation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of

every unclean and hateful bird."

To that period belongs the unique fact in the Papal history,

the predominance of a woman as Pope who, under the name

of John VIII., was honored as the Vicar of Christ, about the

years 855 and 856. That narrative was neither disputed nor

denied until after the Reformation. A lewd woman was elected

Pope; she was delivered of a child in public, amid one of the

idolatrous processions; and she died almost instantly. Those are

facts attested by fifty ancient Papal writers. Theodoric Niemius

avers, that a statue was erected near the spot, between the Coli-

seum and the temple, for the mass called Saint Clement's. Pla-

tina testifies to the sella perforata. The Greek historians of

the ninth century verify that anomalous fact, which extirpated

all the pretensions of the Roman hierarchy, both to apostolicity

and sanctity. But the most convincing evidence of the narra-

tive occurs in the history of the Council of Constance. The

inquisitors of that treacherous assembly alleged against John
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Huss that he denied the inherent attributes ordinarily ascribed.

to the office of Pope, and that if he or any subordinate eccle-

siastic was in deadly sin, he was in no sense a genuine officer

of the Church. Huss admitted the truth of the charge ; defended

the principles which it involves ; and justified his hypothesis by

the fullowing words: " It is in the power and hands of wicked

electors," the cardinals, " to choose a woman into that eccle-

siastical office, as appears by the election of Agnes, who was

called John, who occupied the Pope's place and dignity more

than two years." Doctrines controverted between Papists and

Protestants, Page 21. It is totally incredible that the Council

of Constance would have permitted such a remark to pass

uncondemned, if they had not known that the martyr pos-

sessed ample proof to substantiate his pungent sarcasm.

That there was a terrifying increase of corruption during the

ninth and tenth centuries, in doctrine, ceremonies, discipline, and

morals, throughout all the Papal dominions, is a fact which the

Roman annalists admit ; and its unspeakable inordinacy they

describe in the most revolting style.

Traditions most contradictory to the apostolic precepts were

promulgated and enjoined: The Pope's universal supremacy ;

image worship ; false miracles ; the corporeal presence of

Christ in the Eucharist ; the saving efficacy of the cross and

relics ; invocation of saints ; worship of the Mother of God ;

purgatory ; masses for the dead ; the holiness of festivals ; the

evils of monnachism ; the necessity of celibacy ; and the pro-

hibition of marriage to the sixth degree of consanguinity, with

newly arranged spiritual relationships ; all of which were con-

trived as so many methods to obtain money from the wretched

creatures who were chained in their gloomy vassalage. The

adoration of images and relics , the pretended discovery and

translation of the bodies, or parts of them, which were reported

to be the remains of prophets, apostles, evangelists, and mar-

tyrs; andd festivals of all kinds continually recurring con-

stituted the grand external features of the debased nations who

bowed to the Pontifical sceptre.

[page 136]

One of the Popes used to boast, that he had 288,000 parishes, and 44,000 monasteries, under his supreme and authoritative control.
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IV, THE PAPAL INTERDICTS. Of all the extraordinary and

gratuitous injustice and cruelty with which the Papacy is

chargeable, probably the interdict is the most atrocious.  It

equally involved the innocent and the guilty; punished the ser-

vile people for the fancied faults of their rulers ; and without

scriptural sanction, or any precedent in antiquity, included the

infliction of misery which appears solely to belong to the deci-

sions and government of Omnipotence. The interdict was the

masterpiece of "the son of perdition," to render ecclesiastical

anathemas inexpressibly formidable; to sustain the prelatical

usurpations ; and to appal the temporal potentates, In periods

of superstitious ignorance, it is evident that revolts and insurrec-

tions would speedily attend the execution of an interdict.  By

its fearful operation; all ceremonies, masses, marriages, festivals,

confession, and absolution, except to the dying, ceased.  The

temples of idolatry were closed. Every ornament from the

altars was removed. The bells were silenced. The dead were

not buried in the grave yards, but thrown out in fields or the

highways. Universal terror and consternation ensued, which

the Popish priests constantly aggravated.

Those dreadful scourges of kings and people were often ap-

plied by the Popes and prelates to districts and to whole nations;

and the Papal interdicts have been sanctioned as of divine right

by every portion in the Roman community.  The council of

Lateran formally approved of them, and prescribed the manner

in which an interdict was to be enforced and executed. Eng-

land during the time of king John, because he would not sub-

mit to the Papal usurpations and plunders, was under the Papal

interdict during six years, and suffered indescribable anguish.

After he had reluctantly submitted to the Pope, he was poisoned

by a monk who had been specially absolved by his abbot to per-

petrate that regicide. Henry II., king of England, in conse-

quence of his dispute with that Traitor Saint Thomas Becket,

to save his people from an interdict, was obliged to ratify the

most degrading conditions imposed by the Pope's legate; and
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afterwards to walk barefoot above three miles in penance over

sharp stones.  ...

[page 183]

According to the order of Saint Bridget, monks and nuns resided in the same house.  A prelate, who was confessor, persuaded the nuns that they were innocent before God, notwithstanding the frequency of their sins, if they immediately confessed and received his absolution.  Fuller’s Church Hist. book 6.
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JESUIT'S OATH OF SECRECY

"I, A. B., now in the presence of Almighty God, the blessed

Virgin Mary, the blessed Michael the archangel, the blessed

St. John Baptist, the Holy apostles St. Peter and St. Paul, and

the Saints and Sacred Host of heaven, and to you my ghostly

father, do declare from my heart, without mental reservation,

that his holiness Pope Urban is Christ's vicar-general, and is

the true and only head of the Catholic or Universal Church

throughout the earth ; and that by the virtue of the keys of bind-

ing and loosing given to his holiness by my Savior Jesus

Christ, he hath power to depose heretical kings, princes, states,

commonwealths, and governments, all being illegal, without his

sacred confirmation, and that they may safely be destroyed :

therefore to the utmost of my power I shall and will defend this

doctrine, and his Holiness' rights and customs against all usurp-

ers of the heretical or Protestant authority whatsoever: espe-

cially against the now pretended authority and Church of Eng-

land, and all adherents, in regard that they and she be usurpal

and heretical, opposing the sacred mother-church of Rome. I

do renounce and disavow any allegiance as due to any heretical

king, prince, or state, named Protestants, or obedience to any of

their inferior magistrates or officers. I do further declare that

the doctrine of the Church of England, of the Calvinists, Hugo-
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nots, and of others of the name of Protestants, to be damnable, and

they themselves are damned, and to be damned, that will not for-

sake the same. I do further declare, that I will help, assist, and

advise all, or any of his Holiness' agents in any place, wherever

I shall be, in England, Scotland, and Ireland, or in any other

territory or kingdom, I shall come to ; and do my utmost to extir-

pate the heretical Protestants' doctrine, and to destroy all their

pretended powers, regal or otherwise. I do further promise and

declare, that notwithstanding I am dispensed with to assume any

religion heretical for the propagation of the mother-church's in-

terest, to keep secret and private all her agent's counsels from

time to time, as they intrust me, and not to divulge, directly or in-

directly, by word, writing, or circumstance, whatsoever , but to

execute all what shall be proposed, given in charge, or discovered

unto me by you my ghostly father, or by any of this sacred con-

vent. All which I, A. B. do swear by the blessed Trinity, and

blessed Sacrament, which I now am to receive, to perform, and

on my part to keep inviolably. And do call all the heavenly and

glorious host of heaven to witness these my real intentions, and to

keep this my oath. In testimony hereof, I take this most holy

and blessed sacrament of the Eucharist : and witness the same

further with my hand and seal in the face of this holy convent."

-Foxes and Firebrands. Usher.

The antiquated form, which is of similar import, can be found

in Baronius, who thus concludes his account of it. " Hactenus

juramentum, &c. That is the oath which to that period all the

prelates used to take." An. 723, and 1079. Lab. Concil. Tom.

10, Page 1504 ; and Tom. 11, Page 1565.

...

190 THE PONTIFICAL HIERARCHY.

...

X. MONASTIC POSSESSIONS. From a comparison of various

statistical accounts, where they were preserved most accurately

it is evident, that the ecclesiastics at the commencement of the

sixteenth century, must have been possessed of at least one half

of all the ten kingdoms of the Beast.

The Intendant of Lisle reported, that within the extent of fifty

miles around that city, the income of the priests and monks

amounted to ten millions, seven hundred thousand livres. In

the province of Cambresis, the ecclesiastics had grasped four-

teen parts out of seventeen of the whole. Hist. du Droit., Tom.

1. Page 207. About the year 1700, there was in France, 18

archbishops, 109 prelates, 16 generals of religious orders, 257

commanderies of Malta, 556 abbey nunneries, 1356 abbey mo-
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nasteries, 700 convents of cordeliers, 1240 priories, 14,077 con-

vents of all orders. There were 122,600 monks, and 82,000

nuns.  Their whole revenue was calculated at 26 millions ster-

ling, or nearly 125 millions of dollars. Half the kingdom was

in the hands of the priests and monks. Bleau. Atlas. Historiq.

In Sweden, the hierarchy possessed more of the landed pro-

perty, than the monarch and all his lay subjects. Vertot Re-

vol. de Suede, Tom. 1, Page 6.

In England, notwithstanding the act of mortmain, which

hindered the transfer of estates to the priesthood or friars,

during the reign of Henry VIII, the law suppressed 645 mo-

nasteries, the yearly income of which amounted to about twelve

millions of dollars, besides immense quantities of gold, silver,

and jewels. The scandalous iniquities of all orders of the

monks and nuns, still remain on record in the preface to the

British Act of Parliament, in justification of the proceedings

by which those institutions were authoritatively suppressed.

Echard's Hist. Burnet's Hist. of the Reform, Warner's Eccles.

Hist. Keith's Hist. of Religious Houses.

In Scotland also, the costly abodes of superstition were erect-

ed, as a sacrifice to prelatical and monastic folly: and the pro-

portion of ecclesiastical wealth was greater even than in Eng-

land. But as one of the Scotch writers powerfully remarks--

" Those defiled abodes of midnight riot, superstition, and de-

bauchery, by the righteous judgment of heaven, are become

ruinous heaps, and the haunts of owls and venomous creatures ;

which are a striking comment upon the prophecy respecting the

fall of Babylon, and portending the final desolation of the Papal

system ; for ' the wild beasts of the desert are there, and the houses

are full of doleful creatures, and owls dwell there, and satyrs

dance there. Her time is near come, and her days shall not be

prolonged.' " Isaiah 13: 21, 22. Revelation 18: 2.

B XI. PAPAL TRADITIONS. Romanists maintain, that the

Bible has no authority except that which it derives from the

church, nor any sense but that which the Church appoints :

hence it is a common declaration that " the Holy Scriptures, in
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themselves, are nothing but a dead letter and a dumb rule."

...

[page 226]

But since that dogma of human merit cannot be reconciled with the perfect satisfaction of Jesus, they have divided the work of salvation between man and Christ; and thence they have distinguished the ransom of Christ by its sufficiency and efficacy.  Sins are also subdivided into mortal and venial, and those before and after baptism.  They likewise contend that Christ paid a sufficient price; but that God denies the application of it, except for mortal sins, and transgressions which were prior to baptism.  For the rest, the man himself must satisfy.
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...

IV. BENEFITS OF REDEMPTION.

1. Faith. Faith doth not justify as an instrument, but as a

proper and true cause, by the dignity, worthiness, and merito-

rious work. Rhemish Annotat. Romans 3. Faith is not the

only cause of justification, but also hope, charity, alms deeds,

and other virtues.. Rhemisll Annotat. Romans 8.

2. Justification. Men are not justified by the righteousness of

Christ and the remission of sin. Concil. Trent, Sess. 6. Can. 11.

Confidence in God's grace and Salvation is the faith of Devils,

and not of Apostles. Rhemish Annotat. 1 Corinthians 9.

3. Good Works; If any man say that the precepts of God are

impossible to be kept, let him be accursed. Concil. Trent, Sess.

6. Can. 18. The Papists make but three commandments in the

first table, expressly to exclude the second. Catharinus says

that the second commandment was but temporary, andto continue

only for a time. Opuscul. de Imagin. Men can do more than

is prescribed, and may give to others their works of supereroga-

tion. Rhemish Annotat. 1 Corinthians 9. Good works are

necessary as efficient causes with faith of our salvation. A man

by good works is justified. A just man in good works doth not

sin venially. By the good works appointed by the church, men

are justified. Concil. Trent, Sess. 6. Cap. i 0, Can. 25. Good

Works obtain the merits of Christ; purge our sins ; and are

meritorious. Rhemish Annotat. Colossians 1. 1 Peter 4. Romans

2. There are two kinds of merit of congruity and condignity.

Rhemish Annotat. Acts 10. Good works merit eternal life in

the highest degree. Bellarmin, Cap. 16.

4. Indulgences and Pardons of Jubilee. Indulgence signifies

the pardon of sins which remain after the remission of faults.

The sufferings and satisfactions of the Saints may be applied to

others, by the Priests, who dispense that spiritual treasure, and

tbereby absolve from all sins and the punishment of them ; and

also change oaths, vows, and laws, if they will. Indulgence
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XIII.  If a fly, spider, or any such thing, fall into the chalice before

consecration, or if it be perceived that any body has poisoned it, that

wine must be poured out, and when the chalice is washed clean, there

must be other wine mixed with water, put in to be consecrated.

But if any of these things happen after the consecration, then shall he

slyly take fly, spider, or any other such thing, and diligently wash it

between his fingers, over some other chalice in divers waters, and so
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burn the vermin, and put the water that washed it, with ashes into the

pix; or, if it can be done without abomination and horror, let the Priest

take it.
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occur in these things required in him. These are first and especially

Intention; after that, disposition of soul, of body, of vestments ; and dis-

position in the service itself, as those matters which can occur in it.

If anyone intend not to consecrate, but to cheat or banter; also if any

wafer remains forgotten on the altar, or if any part of the wine or any

wafer lie hidden, when he did not intend consecrating but what he saw ;

also if he shall have before him eleven wafers, and intended to conse-

crate but ten only, not determining what ten he meant: in all those cases

the consecration fails, because intention is required.

Should the consecrated wafer or host disappear, either by some accident,

or by wind, or miracle, or be swallowed by some animal, and so

cannot be found, then let another be consecrated.

If after consecration, a gnat, a spider, or any such thing fall into the

chalice, if the Priest dislike to swallow it, let him take it out and wash

it with wine, and when Mass is ended, burn it, and cast it and the wash-

ings into holy ground , but if he can, and fears no danger, let him swal-

low it with the blood.

If poison falls into the chalice, or what might cause vomiting, let the

consecrated wine be put in another cup, and other wine with water be

again placed to be consecrated; and when mass is finished, the blood

must be poured on linen cloth, or tow, remain till it be dry , and then

burned, and the ashes be thrown into holy ground.

If the host be poisoned, let another be consecrated and used, and that

be kept in a tabernacle, until it be corrupted, and after that be thrown

into holy ground.

If any of Christ's blood fall to the ground, or bread, by negligence, it

must be licked up with the tongue, the place be sufficiently scraped, and

the scrapings burned, but the ashes must be buried in holy ground.

If in winter the blood be frozen in the cup, put warm cloths about the

cup; if that will not do, let it be put into boiling water near the altar,

till it be melted, taking care it does not get into the cup.

If the Priest vomit the eucharist, and the species remain entire, it

must be licked up reverently ; if a nausea prevent this, then let the con-

secrated species be cautiously separated, and put by in some holy place

till it be corrupted, and after be cast into holy ground; but if the species

appear not, the vomit must be burned, and the ashes be thrown into holy

ground."
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The Popish monastic institution abrogates not only all the na-

tural domestic relations, but also every civil bond. It is enacted

that all ecclesiastical vows and engagements contracted by boys

at sixteen, and girls at fourteen years of age, without the knowl-

edge, and even against the consent of their parents or guardians,

are valid and inviolable; so that their relatives or friends can

legitimately claim no power over them. The laws and practice

of Romanism in reference to the celibacy and seclusion of monks,

and especially of Nuns, are a direct infringement of the fifth

commandment ; Matthew 15: 3-9; and not less incompatible

with personal purity and usefulness, than they are destructive of

the national welfare.

II.. Indulgences. ...

                     I

OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS." 307

...

4. Auricular confession.-The Roman penance is one of the

most mischievous practical evils in the whole system of Baby-

lonish abominations. By it all tenderness of conscience and

dread of sin are totally extirpated. The ceremony is only a

snare for the innocent, and a sanction to the guilty. It is also a

contrivance of the Popish priestcraft by which the most obdu-

rate transgressors are emboldened in their presumption.

The Roman hierarchs have made unbounded preparation for

training their Priests to become the scourges of humanity. A

just horror of the system should generate pity for the agents,

even with all their loathsome vices and cruelties, who have,un-

dergone its influence: for the men we mourn, but the doctrine

and the Institute we execrate. Circumstances so unfavorable to

virtue and goodness can scarcely admit aggravation. But they

have a climax. Auricular confession would entail a thousand

evils and dangers upon the parties concerned, even apart from

the unnatural condition to which one of those parties has been

reduced. But what must we think of auricular confession when

he into whose prurient ear it is poured lives under the irrita-

tion of a vow of virginity? The wretched being within whose
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bosom distorted passions are rankling, is called daily to listen to

tales of licentiousness from his own sex, if indeed the ambiguous

personage has a sex, and infinitely worse, to the reluctant or

shameless disclosures of the other. Let the female be of what

class she may, simple-hearted or lax, the repetition of her dis-

honor, while it must seal the moral mischief of the offence upon

herself, even if the auditor were a woman, enhances it beyond

measure when the instincts of nature are violated by making the

recital to a man, But shall we imagine the effect upon the

sentiments of him who receives the confession! What must the

receptacle become into which the continual droppings of all the

debauchery of a parish are falling, and through which the,

pious abomination filters?

Neither the oath of secrecy, nor the penalty which sanctions

it, has prevented the disclosure of the abominations of the

confessional. In certain notorious books, with astounding in-

sensibility the Confessarius has divulged the mysteries of his

art. Bayle thus writes upon Auricular Confession, " Critics

are like physicians and surgeons, who in consequence of hand-

ling ulcers, and of being exposed to offensive smells, become so

habituated to them, that they are not incommoded, It would be

well if confessors and casuists, whose ears are the drains of all

the filthiness of human life, could boast of such insensibility.

They are few who do not make shipwreck of virtue through

hearing the irregularities of those who confess their sins."  In

reference to one of the Romish books concerning penance he

thus writes-" In that prodigious volume, as in a great reservoir

of corruption, are collected all kinds of infamous discussions.

That astonishing book contains a most subtle examination of all

imaginable impurity. It is a 'Cloaca' which incloses horrible

things unspeakable, It is a shameful work, composed with a

dreadful curiosity, equally horrible and odious from the diligent

exactness which pervades it, to penetrate into the most indecent,

monstrous, infamous, and diabolical actions." But this is in ac-

cordance with the authoritative dogmas of Popery; for the

Romish priesthood rigorously enjoin upon all their disciples, if

OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS." 309

they would escape perdition, to make the most unreserved, inti-

mate and circumstantial disclosures of their guilt, without which,

it is said, " the sacred physician cannot be qualified to apply the

proper remedy. "-Council of Trent, Chapter 5.

The Pontifical hierarchs ever kept in view the purpose of

rendering their subordinate Priests the fit instruments of what-

ever atrocity their interests might command them to perpetrate;

and thus brought to bear upon their hearts every possible power

of corruption. Not content with cashiering them of all sana-

tory domestic influences; by the practice of confession, the Popes

have arranged and enforced upon them that the full stream of

human crime and corruption, foul and infectious, shall pass

through the bosoms of the Roman Priests. In constructing at

their discretion the polity of the nations, the Papal architects so

planned it, that the sacerdotal order should constitute the Cloaca

of the social edifice; and thus secured for Rome the honor of

being through those channels the great Stercorary of the world!

In the language of prophetic vision that apostate is fitly desig-

nated-sitting at the centre of the common drainage of Europe,

as the "Mother of abominations ;" and as holding forth, in

shameless arrogance, the cup of the filthiness of her fornica-

tions !-Fanaticism; Section VI.

In every age and in all countries, Auricular Confession has

been the fertile source of every possible crime. By it personal

purity, and all domestic confidence have been annihilated. The

knowledge of the character, propensities, and circumstances of

every individual, with the concealment in which it veils all its

mysterious communications and acts, eradicates the shield of vir-

tue and places every person within the controlling power of the

Priest. It has been shrewdly remarked, that as long as men sit

in the confessional, women will be the large majority of pre-

tended penitents; but if ladies were confessors, the men would

flock to their mock tribunal of penance. To verify that the

most scandalous enormities are inseparable from the Romish

penance, Popes Pius IV. and Gregory XV. issued bulls expressly

concerning those Priests who defiled females at confession. In
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consequence of the bull by Pope Pius IV. the complaint against

the profligate Priests were so numerous, that in one city in

Spain, twenty secretaries were employed during one hundred

and fifty days to write the details of their wickedness at confes-

sion; but :is it seemed to be no nearer the completion than at the

commencement, the Inquisitors for the sake of their unholy craft

quashed the investigation. The obscene rules, and the disgust-

ing filthiness of that diabolical machination are found in the

Roman Penitential; Buchart's Decrees, Book 19 ; and Car-

dinal Tolet's " Instructions to Priests.

That the Papal confession and absolution absolutely confirms

men in the practice of iniquity, is manifest from the most re-

nowned Romish authors.-Bellarmin De Penitent. Lib. 4. Cap.

13, affirms ; that " Papal pardons discharge men from obedience

to the commandments of God."-Suarez Tom. 4. Part 3. Dis-

put. 32 ; and Filiucius Mor. Quest. Tom. 1. Tract. 7, decide-

that " they ought not to be denied or delayed absolution who

continue in habitual sins, against the laws of God, and nature;

though they discover not the least hope of amendment: and

though they acknowledge, that the presumption of being ab-

solved encouraged them to sin with more freedom."-Bauny

Theolog. Moral. Tract. 4.-Quest. 15, 22.-To which Caussin

adds, page 211 ; " If that doctrine is not true, confession would

be of no use to the greatest part of the world, and there would

be no other remedy for sinners than the halter."

But in a more extended view the pernicious effects of auricu-

lar confession exceed all description. Under the arrogated

priestly authority, and the inviolable secrecy of the system, se-

ditions and treasons are invented , and as all things however

criminal are prohibited by the canons from being disclosed; the

conspirators against the public safety or the existence of the go-

vernment in ordinary cases are absolutely precluded from all open

discovery. Nothing which occurs at confession can be revealed,

except to the Pope himself, in consequence of his plenitude

of power to abrogate all laws, decrees, and canons.-Binet de-

clared; " It is better that all kings were slain, than that one con-
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fession should be revealed ; because confession is by divine, but

the power of princes by human laws." The several attempts to

assassinate William, Prince of Orange ; the English gunpowder

plot; and the history of the French League in the sixteenth

century, amply corroborate the lamentable fact, that the Popish

dogma has invariably been practised when an opportunity was

afforded with impunity. At that period the hierarchs of Rheims

issued their mandate, prohibiting all the Priests from admit-

ting to absolution those who would not swear to join the re-

bellion against the king. Garnet justifed himself for not reveal-

ing the gunpowder plot, because it was communicated to him at

confession. Henry IV, King of France asked his confessor

Cotton, what he thought of the Jesuit maxim-" When any one

devised the murder of a king, the Priest who is informed of it

at confession, ought to retain the secret." Cotton replied-" It

is a good and Christian doctrine !" Hist. de l'edit de Nantz.

Vol. 2: 11, 230.

These principles are conformable to the authentic doctrines of

three remarkable decisions which are promulged by the mod-

ern Romanists.-Lemoyne, Prop. 1. affirms-" A Christian may

deliberately discard his Christian character, and act as other men,

in things not properly Christian."-Alagona quotes and sustains

Thomas Aquinas in his Sum. Theolog. Compend. Quest. 94,

when he expressly announces-" By the command of God, it is

lawful to murder the innocent, to rob, and to commit all lewdness ;

because he is the Lord of life, and death, and all things; and

thus to fulfil his mandate is our duty !"-Philopater, Respons.

ad Edict. Sect. 2. Num. 157, 158, thus proclaims the Papal doc-

trine upon high treason-" All theologians and ecclesiastical

lawyers affirm, that every Christian government, as soon as they

openly abandon the Roman faith, instantly are degraded from

all power and dignity, by human and divine right. All their

subjects are absolved from the oath of fidelity and obedience

which they have taken; and they may and ought, if they have

the power, to drive such a government from every Christian

state, as an apostate, heretic, and deserter from Jesus Christ, and
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a declared enemy to their republic. This certain and indubita-

ble decision of all the most learned men, is perfectly conformed

to Apostolic doctrine." Those are the dogmas which are incul-

cated constantly by the Papal Priests at Auricular confession,

from one end of the world to the other, wherever Popery is

truly promulged.

5. Blind obedience to the Roman Court and Hierarchy. -- The

principle of entire subordination to the Pope and his inferior ec-

clesiastics in every grade, is the first, middle, and last attribute of a

genuine Babylonian. Without it, as they decide, a man is good

for nothing but to be burnt; and the possession of that essential

quality compensates for the total deficiency of every good char-

acteristic ; and more than atones for ignorance, knavery, licen-

tiousness, and murder, with every other atrocious crime, which

are the only claims that are admissible, as a title to the honor of

canonization, and to the dignity of being worshipped as a Romish

Saint.

Bernard in his Epistle 178, thus addressed Pope Innocent-

" If there be men, either of the laity, clergy, or monks, who are

more wicked and profligate than others, they run to your court

at Rome, and there have sanctuary and protection ; and then re-

turn to insult those who attempt to correct them."-In his Pen-

sees diverses sur la Comate, Tom. 2. Sect. 199, Bayle proves-

" That the spirit of Popery is much more contrary to the opinions

which agree not with it, than to a wicked life. Should a man

confess that he did not believe it lawful to invoke the saints, he

would be dismissed without absolution; but not if he confessed

himself guilty of perjury, theft, adultery, or murder. In Spain,

where an infinity of immoral and scandalous positions may con-

stantly be uttered without censure; should anyone assert that

the body of the Apostle James was not in Gallicia, or that the

Virgin Mary is not the Queen of Heaven and the world, or that

she did not ascend to heaven in body and soul; he would in-

stantly be dragged to the Inquisition, and thence never depart

except to the Auto da Fe;" to be roasted for his want of implicit

faith in the papal infallibility and supreme jurisdiction.

                                                                                                                                                                                OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS." 313

6. Festivals.-The Romish holidays are part of the inherent

wickedness of Popery; they are merely excuses for priestly im-

posture and fraud, to promulge lying legends, to commemorate

their silly processions, and to sanctify drunkenness and debauch-

ery in honor of the idol for the day. They endanger social

order, and interrupt national prosperity by the encouragement

which they give to indolence; by the mischievous squandering

of money which they require ; and by the dissipation and licen-

tiousness which are inseparable from them. In truth, the

Popish carnavals of every name and species, and in all places,

are the exactly continued counterparts of the ancient Pagan

festivals. The antiquated Lupercalia and feasts of Flora were

not in anyone point more inordinate]y criminal and extrava-

gantly impure, than the modern masquerades at Rome and Ve-

nice during their Carnavals; and no brothels in the world equal

in beastly practices, male and female convents.

The author of " Lettres Juives," in his sixty-fifth letter, nar-

rates of the pontifical dominions and the neighboring countries

in Italy, where Popery is exhibited in its perfection; that the

"Nunneries as well as streets and private houses are transformed

into masquerading theatres. Nuns roam about the streets dis-

guised in fantastic dresses and in male garments, even of the

Ecclesiastics; while the Monks and Priests appear, not only as

buffoons, and in every other theatrical garb; but also even as

women and nuns. All public and private business is suspend-

ed and all virtue, decorum, and common sense are banished."

Travellers assure us, that formerly the Turks, who visited the

Popish countries, ascribed the Carnavals to a periodical mania,

which returned annually soon after the New Year; and as the

outrageous profligacy ceased at the beginning of Lent, as it is

superstitiously denominated; they supposed, that the cure of that

temporary delirium was effected by the application of the ashes at

the period, which from that ceremony is called Ash Wednesday.

" The institution of Lent is pretended to be founded upon our

Savior's fast of forty days in the wilderness; as if frail mortals

in all things could imitate the Son of God ! They might as
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Anselm narrates as a genuine fact, and it is just as infallibly

true as any other part of Popery; " that one morning a noto-

rious thief entered the cottage of a poor widow with an inten-

sion to rob her ; but judging her not worth enough for his trouble,

he thus familiarly accosted her. ' Have you breakfasted yet ?'

" I breakfast ?' she replied;  'God forbid that I should violate my

vow to fast every Saturday in the year.'-' Every Saturday, and

why that ?' he asked. ' Because,' answered the woman, ' I heard

from a famous preacher, that whoever fasts on Saturday in honor

of our Lady cannot die without confession.' The thief upon

this information feeling penitence, knelt down and swore to the

Queen of Angels, that he would also fast every Saturday for

her sake ; and thenceforth inviolably kept his promise. But as

he still continued his robberies, he was eventually surprised by

some travellers, who severed his head from his body. His exe-

cutioners were instantly surprised to hear the head cry out-

'Confession, masters, I beg at least that I may have confession.'

The affrighted man-slayers ran to the next village to inform the

Curate, who immediately went to the place with a multitude of

the people to witness that prodigy ; and having joined the head

of the highwayman to his body, according to his desire, gave
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him confession. After which, the penitent, having thanked the

Priest for his absolution, said with a loud and distinct voice-

'Masters, I never performed any good in all my lifetime, except

my having fasted every Saturday in honor of the Mother of God.

At the very moment I received the deadly blow, a frightful troop

of devils surrounded me to seize my soul; but the blessed Vir-

gin came to my aid, and drew them far from me by her divine

presence, and would not suffer my soul to leave my body till I

should be sufficiently contrite, and make confession of my sins.'

Having also entreated the attendants to pray for him, he passed

from this world into the state of happiness and glory."- Salo,

Methods, &c.

The work from which the preceding dogmas and narrative

are extracted, is one of the most esteemed productions among the

host of Roman legendary writers, It was published as oracu-

lar, and authorized in usual form by the pretended unerring ap-

probation of the chiefs of the Papal Hierarchy, It is precisely

congenial with the sanction given to the " Lives of the Saints

by Aloysius ;" and from the above single fact, the inference is

undeniable, that the Papists do substitute idolatrous forms of

worship, for evangelical devotion and that " holiness without

which no man shall see the Lord"- ...
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The aggregate of injury which, in the withdrawment of its mem-

bers, was inflicted on society by those institutions, during the long period

of twelve centuries, cannot be counterbalanced. If the beings devoted

to monachism, be estimated only at the permanent average of one million,

forty generations passed away in that period, and a total is presented to

us triple the population of the United States, of our fellow creatures, to

whose exertions in her service, society had a right of which she could

not justly be deprived, snatched away from her, and with all those powers

and faculties, which, under a kindlier influence, might have been her

ornament and delight, buried in the lone desert! The number of monks

and nuns throughout Christendom, doubtless, was far greater, than that

which we have supposed. The number in France, at the end of the

seventeenth century-a period, posterior to the Reformation, when the

ranks of monastics were greatly thinned, was more than two hundred

thousand! England, at the time of the suppression of the monasteries

by Henry VIII., contained fifty thousand: and one of the pontiffs was

accustomed to boast, that he had forty four thousand monasteries at his

command!
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Monastic institutions were injurious to the states of Europe, for they

absorbed a vast portion of the national wealth.  They were supported in

affluence and splendor, at the expense of the very community whose

claims on their services they had spurned; and by the delusions which
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Popery had spread over the world, they drew into their possession im-

mense riches, the greater part of which, as to any advantage resulting

from it to the state, became from that moment utterly dead. " In Eng-

land the prodigious increase of the riches of the church had long been

the subject of complaint, as a matter of the utmost prejudice to the state.

The barons inserted a clause in the great charter, which expressly pro-

hibited any one to alienate his lands to the church ; but that prohibition

had no effect. The church acquired estates, which were never after-

wards alienated. In proportion as their revenues increased, the public

were impoverished; and if their rapacity had been continued, England

would have been a nation of monasteries and masshouses. Edward I.,

therefore, enacted a law effectually to prevent the continuance of that

evil, by prohibiting anyone to dispose of his estates, without the king's

consent, to societies which never die; the famous statute of Mortmain."

In spite of all those precautions, monachism so prevailed, that six hun-

dred and forty-five convents were suppressed by Henry VIII. at the Re-

formation, the annual revenues of which were equivalent to thirty mil-

lions of dollars.

In Sweden the wealth of the church was of more value than all the

other property in the kingdom. In Cambresis, a province of the Nether-

lands, "the possessions of the ecclesiastics were, to those of the whole laity,

as fourteen to three! " At every step of our progress in France, appear

rich monasteries and magnificent abbeys. Before the revolution of 1789,

one half of the property of that kingdom was in the hands of the priests

and monks. That fact is still more sensibly true of Spain, Italy,

Flanders, and Germany." Scotland sacrificed largely at the shrine of

monastic folly. One of her princes, David, in the twelfth century,

founded and endowed no fewer than twelve magnificent fabrics, conse-

crated to the purposes of monachism, for which the church honored him

by the insertion of his name in her calendar of demon saints to be

worshipped.

But the enormous revenues which they derived from their lands, and

their church livings, were not the only sources of wealth to the monas-

teries.  Sums exceeding conception were filched from the sale of relics,

and the voluntary offering of superstitious devotees. ...
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But the mere absorption of property and wealth was not all the
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positive evil with which the monastic institutions were chargeable.

That, in the process of time, woudl have effected the ruin of society; and

but for the Reformation, Europe would now have become a region of

monasteries and of monks.  It is the moral influence which they exerted,

that renders them pre-eminently infamous, and throws over their guilt

its deepest and darkest shade of atrocity.

 … Those institutions naturally tended, and did

greatly contribute, to ruin the moral character of every country in which

they prevailed. ...

...
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The history of the monks and nuns exhibits, that their hearts were

corrupted with the worst passions that disgrace humanity, and the disci-

pline of the convent was not productive of a single virtue. Prelates ex-

ceeded the inferior priests in every kind of profligacy, as much as in

opulence and power; and of course, their superintending authority was

not exerted to lessen or restrain the prevalence of those vices, which

their evil example contributed so largely to increase.

Boccace, in his witty and ingenious tales, very severely satirized the

licentiousness and immorality which prevailed during his time in the

Italian monasteries; and exposed the scandalous lives and vices of

the monks, nuns, and other orders of the Papal ecclesiastics. Contem-

porary historians also deivered the most disgusting accounts of their in-

temperance and debauchery. The frailty of the female monastics was

an article of regular taxation; and the Pope filled his coffers with the

price of their impurities. The frail nun, whether she was immured

within a convent, or resided without its walls, might redeem her lost

honor, and be reinstated in her former dignity and virtue, for a few

ducats. That scandalous traffic soon destroyed all sense of morality,

and heightened the hue of vice, Ambrosius of Canadoli, a prelate of

extraordinary virtue, visited various convents in his diocese; but on in-

specting their proceedings, he found no traces even of decency remain-

ing in any one of them ; nor was he able to infuse the smallest particle

of decorum into the degenerated minds of the sisterhood. ...
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AFTER the preceding notes were printed, that modern work which, in

consequence of its having been the text-book of all the present Roman

Priests in Ireland, has recently been the subject of so much scrutiny and

censure, " Moral and Dogmatic Theology, by Peter Dens," was received ;

and.to prove that Popery is universally, and always unchangeable, a few

quotations upon the sacrament of Penance and its correlative theses, are

subjoined. The second edition of eight thick duodecimo volumes, from

which the ensuing extracts are made, was issued in Dublin, in 1832, by

Richard Coyne, the Printer and Bookseller to the Irish Jesnit College at

Maynooth, with the approbation of the chief of the Irish Papist Hierar-

chy, Murray.

Den's Moral and Dogmatic Theology. Volume III. Numbers 134 and

135 comprise two lengthened discussions, " De Abortu; et De poenis

procurantium abortium," which lucidly teach all the various modes of

that monstrous crime. In the same volume, the following subjects are dis-

cussed, from number 142 to 149. " De Injuria stupri et fornicalionis.- De

Restitutione ex stupro, si virgo libere consenserit.-Ad quid teneatur, qui

virginem vi vel fraude defloravit?-Ad quid teneatur, qui virginem cor-

rupit sub promissione matrimonii?-Ad quid teneatur stuprator, prole

secuta.-De Confessario stupratoris aut fornicatoris.-De Injuria et res-

titutione ex adulterio.-Modus restituendi damna ex adulterio!"

Dens'Moral and Dogmatic Tkeology. Volume IV. The Numbers

from 282 to 289 contain the ensuing topics. " De castitate et virginitate.-

De luxuria.-De gravitate peccati luxuriae.-De speciebus luxuriae.-De

fornicatione.-De stupro.-De circumstantia virginitatis.-De raptu.-

De adulterio.-De Incestu.-De sacrilegio carrnali.-De peccato carnali

contra naturam.-De bestialitate.-De Sodomia.-De modo contra Na-

turam.-De pollutione.-De impudicitia in osculis, aspectibus, et tacti-

bus-De Turpiloquio.-De remediis contra luxuriae peccata!"

From number 294, one sentence is quoted.-" Sodomia imperfecta sive

sodomia minor est congressus carnalis maris cum femina, sed extra vas

femineum naturale ? E. G.-Si vir effundat semen suum retro per anum

in intestinum feminae stercoreum."

The whole number 295 " De modo contra naturam," is transcribed, be-

cause it is concise; and 'because it will incontrovertibly explain all the

extent of that inconceivably loathsome and impure intercourse to which
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women are invariably subject in the Confessional, and by which every

man's wife is contaminated.

...
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JESUITISM.

"THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY; AND THE WORKING OF SATAN."

Historical Notices of Jesuitism-Character and proceedings of Jesuitism-

Jesuitism incompatible with constitutional order, and the liberty of the

press - Morality of the Jesuits-Impiety-Immorality- Calumny- False-

hood - Dissimulation in religion-Frauds in business-Perjury-Theft-

Murder-Infanticide-Regicide-Danger of Jesuitism.

1. HISTORICAL NOTICES OF JESUITISM-Jesuitism was le-

galized by the bull of Pope Paul III., 1540. Its inventor, Ig-

natius Loyola, triumphed over all the opposition which was

made to his scheme, by adding a novel vow to those which were

professed by the monastic orders. To the three vows, "to

maintain chastity, obedience, and poverty," Ignatius subjoined,

unqualified submission to the sovereign pontiff.  Hence the go-

vernment of the Jesuits is an absolute monarchy ; for every thing

is decided by the sole decree of the General. Ignatius was the

first, and Lainez the second Master of the order. In the coun-

cil of Trent, Lainez contended, that the council had no right to

reform the court of Rome; that annats and taxes were paid to

the Pope by divine right; and that Jesus Christ, having the au-

thority to dispense with all sorts of laws, the Pope, his vicar,

has the same authority.

The Jesuits speedily established themselves in Europe, Asia,

and America ; penetrated into all classes of society ; wheedled

people by the exterior forms of devotion ; and applied them-

selves above all things to cajole the great; by which they acquir-

ed vast power, and ruled their masters.

In one of the French Colleges, over the altar, they placed a

famous painting which illustrated their ambitious schemes.

The Church was represented as a ship, on board of which ap-
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peared the Pope, Cardinals, Prelates, and all the Papal hierar-

chy, while the rudder was held by the Jesuits.

At a very early period after the establishment of the order, the

civil and ecclesiastical authorities of France proclaimed that

" the society was dangerous to the Christian faith, disturbers of

the peace, and more fitted to corrupt than to edify."

The Jesuits were implicated in the assassination of Henry III.

of France-planned the Spanish Armada-often contrived the

death of Elizabeth of England-invented the Gunpowder plot

-instigated the murder of Henry IV. of France-impelled the

revocation of the edict of Nantz-ruined James II.-and were

commingled with all the atrocities and miseries which desolated

Europe during nearly two hundred years. So atrocious, exten-

sive, and continual were their crimes, that they were expelled

either partially or generally, from all the different countries in

Europe, at various intervals, prior to the abolition of the order in

l773-THIRTY-NINE TIMES-a fact unparalleled in the history

of any other body of men ever known in the world. This is

the seal of reprobation stamped upon Jesuitism.

What crimes among governments have they not committed!

what chicanery in courts and families! What knavery, despotism,

and audacity in violating covenants, defying power, and falsifying

truth and right ? Ambiguous and evasive subtleties of language

always permitted them to choose that which promoted their in-

terests. The choice of means never embarrassed them. Every

thing was rectified by the doctrine of intention. In all places

they would exclusively rule-and abettors of every species of

despotism, in all times and situations, they loaded the nations

with an insupportable yoke ; and fettered them in the most gall-

ing chains.

What other monastic order ever realized thirty-nine expul-

sions, and yet by their artifices could procure the restoration of

their craft ? What other order of men ever saw their dogmas,

thousands of the very vilest doctrines, condemn by courts of

justice, and censured by universities and theologian?  What

other order ever were so implicated in crimes of treason, and
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tragedies of blood, both public and private, and have continued,

during their whole existence, to live at war with all mankind?

The Jesuits subjugated Europe by their intrigues. ...
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Ignatius thus addressed the Vatican:  “Your ancient props no

longer suffice;  I offer you new support.  You must have a fresh

army, which shall cover you with the arms of heaven and

earth.  Adopt my well instructed auxiliaries.  Light makes

war upon you.  We will carry intelligence to some, darken

knowledge in others, and direct it in all.”  At Madrid, that

knight-errant of Popery proclaimed—“The human mind is

awakened.  If its energy is not extinguished, all eyes will be

opened; and an alliance will be formed incompatible with the

ancient subjection.  Men will search for rights of which they

are now ignorant—the throne will lose is lofty prejudices, and

its power will vanish with its enchantments.”

The bait was seized.  Treaties were speedily signed; …
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One of the chiefs of a sound and correct philosophy publicly

declared in France, that affairs had attained such a crisis, that

"Jesuitism and public liberty are irreconcilable;

and that the republics of South America, in adopting

Popery as their established religion, were guilty of

national suicide." ...
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... Ursuline Nuns, who are only female Jesuits, ...
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...

Mascerrennas dedicated his work upon the Sacraments to the

Virgin Mary, and affirms, that all the doctrines which he incul-

cates he was taught by herself.  In his Tract. 5, he thus ex-

pounds - "He who goes to mass, only to take that opportunity

to look upon a woman with unchaste desires, and were it not for

that end, would not go thither at all, fulfils the precept of hear-

ing mass, even though he expressly intended not to fulfil it." -

How does that dogma coincide with the Lord's admonition, Mat-

thew 5:27,28?
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Dissimulation in religion was practiced by the Jesuits, and was

also allowed to the utmost extent, by all their Priests who were

despatched to Eastern Asia, and to other countries.  They pre-

tended to remain sound Romanists at heart, while they were in-

dulged and dispensed to manifest a great exterior conformity to

the idolatrous ceremonial of the Heathens among whom theyr

resided.  In Malabar and China especially, the nominal converts

to Popery were permitted to worship their images, provided

they would secretly carry a crucifix, and, as the Jesuits tuaght

them, rightly direct their intention; while those priestly impos-

tors themselves, to render their Christianity, as they affirmed,

more congenial to the people, and that they might bind them in

their vassalage, attempted altogether to conceal the sufferings and

death of the Redeemer from their pretended disciples. - Magnum

Bullarium Romanum, vol. 6. page 388.
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"If a man becomes a nuisance to society, the son may lawfully

kill his father."-Escobar in his Moral Theology, V l. 4, Lib.

31, Sect. 2, Precept. 4, Prob. 5, avers-" Children are obliged

to denounce their parents or relatives for heresy, although they

know that they will be burnt ; or they may starve them to death,

or kill them, as enemies who violate the rights of humanity."-

Gobat in his Moral Works, Vol. 2, Part. 2, Tract. 5, Cap. 9,

Sec. 8, declares-" A son who inherits great wealth by the death

of his father may rejoice, that when he was intoxicated, he mur-

dered his father."-Busenbaum and Lacroix, Moral Theology,

Vol. 1, Page 295, proclaim-" In all cases where any man has

a right to kill a person, if affection moves, another may do it for

him."

Infanticide.-Airault in his Propositions ; Marin in, his The-

logy, Tract. 23 ; Navarrus, Arragona, Bannez, Henriquez,

Sa. Sanchez, Castro Palao, Diana, Egidius, and many other

Jesuits, not only palliate, but in many specified cases absolutely

enjoin the most unnatural and inhuman modes of destroying

children ; under the pretext of preserving female reputation, and

especially to conceal the infamy of Monks and Nuns.

Regicide.-La Croix in his first volume Page 294 ; declares,

"A man condemned by the Pope may be killed wherever he is

found."-Mariana in his Reg. Institut. Lib. 1. Cap. 7, thus de-

clares-" A tyrant may be killed by open force and arms; but it

is prudent to use frauds and stratagems, because it may be done

with less public and private danger. Hence, it is lawful to take

away his life by every possible art."

There is a very important consideration in connexion with this

topic, that the Jesuits enacted the following rule-" No volume

shall be published by any of the members without the approba-

tion of the Superiors."-Provincial Letters 5, 9: whence it fol-

lows, that the whole order are responsible for every dogma con-

tained in any works of the Jesuits, unless it has been expressly

condemned. From which fact, as combined with the preceding

testimonies, which are extracted from the works of the most re-

nowned Jesuit authors, it is most manifest ; that Modern Popery
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is grossly immoral and inexpressibly corrupting; ...
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…

That the above canons and rules for the extirpation of heresy

or Protestantism are in full authority, and that the enforcement of

them is only delayed to "a more convenient season," is self-evi-

dent; when we advert to the " profession of faith, of Pope Pius

IV." which every Roman Priest ratifies by his oath; and which

is the solemnly announced creed of every Papist. In that docu-

ment are the following articles. " I acknowledge the Roman

Church for the mother and mistress of all churches: and I

promise true obedience to the Bishop of Rome, successor to

Peter, Prince of the Apostles and Vicar of Jesus Christ. I most

solemnly admit and embrace apostolical and ecclesiastical tradi-

tions, and other observances and constitutions of the same

church.  -I also admit the holy scripture according to that sense,

which our holy mother the church has held, and does hold, to

which it belongs to judge of the true sense and interpretation of

the scriptures ; neither will I ever take and interpret them other-

wise than according to the unanimous consent of the fathers.-

I likewise undoubtedly receive and profess all things delivered,

defined, and declared by the canons and general Councils, and

particularly by the Council of Trent: and I condemn, reject,

and anathematize all things contrary thereto, and all heresies

which the church has condemned, rejected, and anathematized-

I do freely profess, and sincerely hold this faith, without which

no one can be saved."
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…

To enlarge upon the

general topics would be irrelevant; as it would be only to reca-

pitulate the martyrologies of Christians. It is sufficient to men-

tion the almost incessant storm of persecution which raged

during a long period, the duration of which cannot be exactly

ascertained, for " the great red Dragon, and the scarlet coloured

Beast" deeply impressed the marks of their compound, "leap-

ard-bear-lion" fangs, upon all those " who kept the com-

mandments of God, and who had the testimony of Jesus," in

Britain, France, Bohemia, Netherlands, poland, Piedmont; and

indeed in every country and recess of the ten kingdoms which
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emphatically constitute that mystical empire, Babylon the

Great. 

Persecutions.-Humanity stands aghast when it contemplates

the direful events which the Papal historians and annalists so exult-

ingly narrate of the ineffable miseries which have desolated the

nations of Europe in consequence of pontifical persecuting des-

potism and croisading fanaticism and bigotry. Since the year

666, when " the two witnesses clothed in sackcloth" began to

prophesy, and the ecclesiastical tyrant of Rome, first unfolded

the fearful power which he had usurped, a more terrific, unre-

lenting, and destructive slaughter of the human family was sys-

tematically executed, than the world had ever before realized ;

and attended with atrocities incomparably more heinous and un-

natural than those which, in any age previously, had tormented

mankind. What nation which at that period was accessible to

the Papal emissaries can be designated, that was not made the

arena of the most frightful oppression, anguish, and carnage?

Where can you travel about Europe, and not find the deathless

proofs of the sanguinary spirit and merciless exhibition of Po-

pery? Cities, towns, villages, and other spots consecrated by

the Christian's prayers and tears, and hallowed by the martyr's

blood, continuously bring before your eyes, the prophetic vision,

Revelation 17; " The woman sitting upon the scarlet coloured

beast, full of names of blasphemy ; drunken with the blood of

the Saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus ;" delight-

ed with the work of death which she had enjoined, and exulting

in the racks, and daggers, and poison, and fires which that

" Mystery" had invented and coerced into ceaseless and univer-

sal application ? Greater numbers of mankind have been mur-

dered by the Papal hierarchy, on the account of the Christian

religion, than have untimely perished from any other cause , for

the renowned ten Pagan persecutions assuredly did not shed one

hundredth part of the human blood, nor comprise one thousandth

part of those agonies and crimes, which were the effect of those

persecutions that the Popish Moloch contrived and accom-

plished.
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Since that apocalyptic period, the year which includes "the

number of the Beast, six hundred threescore and six :" imper-

fect as are the records, the most profound historians esti-

mated that the number of Christians, who have been either

directly or indirectly immolated to the barbarous and insatiable

bloodthirsty voracity of the Roman Pontiffs, and the adherents

of their inordinate tyranny, amounts to more than 50,000,000 of

the human family, or nearly forty-five thousand annually,

throughout that long protracted duration. Even since the Ref-

ormation in the sixteenth century, from the year 1540 to 1570,

only thirty years, it is proved by national authentic testimony,

that nearly one million of Protestants were publicly put to death

in various countries in Europe, besides all those who were pri-

vately destroyed, and of whom no human record exists.  Verge-

rius, an infuriated Popish historian, testifies with expressions of

great satisfaction, that during the Pontificate of Pope Paul IV.

who issued the famous Bull, entitled, "Damnation of Elizabeth

of England ;" and who was seated in the pontifical throne but

four years, " the Inquisition alone, by tortures, starvation, or the

fire, murdered more than 150,000 Protestants." If any circum- 

stance is necessary to maintain, in all its vital energy, the insu-

perable repugnance to Romanism, it is the odious facts; that not

one of all the preceding abhorrent decretals and injunctions has

been abrogated-and that Pope Gregory XVI. in his encyclical

letter of 1832, has virtually affirmed the whole of the pontifical

canons, bulls, and decretals, to be infallible, unchangeable and

permanent in their odious claims and jurisdiction.

Wars,-Probably at the tribunal where Christian morals and

philanthropy preside and arbitrate, to no charge is the system

of Popery more exposed, and to no condemnation more equitably

doomed, than that of having been the chief cause and the pri-

mary instigator of all those pestiferous wars which, during the

last thousand years, have filled the European kingdoms and their

dependencies with confusion, famine, slaughter, and all diversifi-

ed wickedness. This attribute of the Roman court has been ex-

emplified in a series of acts, the record of which is too lament-
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ably true to be disputed.
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...

Bertrand, the Papal Legate, wrote a letter to Pope Hono-

rius, desiring to be recalled from the croisade against the prim-

itive witnesses and contenders for the faith. In that authentic

document, he stated, that within fifteen years, 300,000 of those

crossed soldiers had become victims to their own fanatical and

blind fury. Their unrelenting and insatiable thirst for Christian

and human blood spared none within the reach of their impetu-

ous despotism and unrestricted usurpations. On the river Ga-

ronne, a conflict occurred between the croisaders, 'with their ec-

clesiastical leaders, the Prelates of Thoulouse and Comminges;

who solemnly promised to all their vassals the full pardon of sin,

and the possession of heaven immediately, if they were slain in

the battle. The Spanish monarch and his confederates acknow-

WITH THE BLOOD OF THE SAINTS 403

ledged that they must have lost 400,000 men, in that tremendous

conflict, and immediately after it-but the Papists boasted, that

including the women and children, they had massacred more

than two millions of the human family, in that solitary croisade

against the southwest part of France.

Clark, in his Martyrology, when describing the extraordinary

scenes of prior periods, narrates ; that during the early period of

the Reformation in England, and prior to the exaltation of Cran-

mer and Cromwell to power ; during the reign of Henry VIII.

pardons to the utmost extent of the Papal limits were promised

to all persons " who provided a fagot or a twig to burn a here-

tic. "  In the reign ot Henry VIII. a man named Peck was

condemned to be burnt for his anti-popish attachments. The

dreadful scene was commanded to be enacted at Ipswich. A

Popish " Doctor of Divinity," named Reading, stood near the

place of the Martyr's flight to Paradise, and publicly announced

-"To as many as shall cast a stick to the burning of this here-

tic, my LORD BISHOP of Norwich grants forty days of pardon."

In consequence of which, Baron Curson, John Audley a knight,

and other grandees, rose from their seats, walked to the neigh-

bouring wood, cut down branches or trees, and threw them into

the fire. All the silly multitude followed their nefarious ex-

ample.

Usher, and other authors assure us, that prior to the massacre

in Ireland, in 1641, the Roman Priests were assiduous in per-

suading the people, not to spare one man, woman, or child, of the

Protestants ; assuring them that "it would do them much good

to wash their hands in the heart's blood of the heretics." The

common ignorant people were taught by their Jesuit Priests, that

"the Protestants are worse than dogs; for they are devils; and

therefore the killing of them is a meritorious act, and a rare

preservative against the pains of purgatory ; for, said those im-

pious Priests, the bodies of those who fall in the. holy cause shall

not be cold, before their souls shall ascend up into heaven"

During that carnage, many of those who had tortured and but-

chered the Protestants, both women, girls, and men, with an un-
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natural brutality indescribable, thus boasted, upon the Romish

Priest's promise--" If we shall die immediately, we shall go

straight to heaven." To prove that Romanism is identical, and

that all sterling improvement of the people of any country is im-

practicable to be effected as long as Popery sways ; it is proper

to remember, that the principles and actions of the Papists in Ire-

land at this day are exactly the same as the above fearful descrip-

tion of the melancholy scenes and the causes of them, which ex-

isted two hundred years ago, and which produced the simulta-

neous butchery of 200,000 Protestants, " the voice of whose blood

still cries from the ground," and manifestly remains unexpiated,

because the same principles predominate ; and also remains un-

pardoned, because that unhappy island is the theatre in which

ignorance, plunder, licentiousness, and murder, the four grand

constitutents of Popery, exemplify all their ungodly qualities

and mischievous results.
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… Sixtus V., as recorded by Leti, in his life of that Pope, was the grand instiga-

tor of that ferocious ambition which induced Philip II. to attempt

the ruin of Britain by the Spanish armada.  Sleidan in his

Commentaries narrates, that Pope Pius V. adopted the same

measures with Charles IX. of France; and the Parisian Mas-

sacre was the result of the pontifical machinations.

…

Not longer ago than the year 1745, a number of the most

cruel edicts of Lewis XIV. were revived and executed against

the few surviving and wretched Huguenots in France; for

which act of the government, the Roman Priests on that occasion,

presented "the odiously profligate court of Lewis XV. two mil-

lions and four hundred thousand livres ; which sum was repaid in

the unrestricted indulgence given to the vilest sensuality, and the

amount was soon regained by confiscations.-History of the reign

of Lewis XV. Year 1745.

Treason.  The following paragraph from the “Review of the

principles and history of Popery” contains an accurate summary

of Romanism, as it involves the interest and safety of Protestant

governments and nations.  “Refractory princes who have not been

disposed to glut Rome’s insatiable thirst with enough of Chris-
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tian blood, or who have not assented to all the Papistical usur-

pations and arrogant claims, have experienced no mercy. The

right of succession has been denied and subverted, for the small-

est personal taint of Anti-Romanism, or for the toleration of it in

others ; and indescribable difficulties always were interposed

against the rebellious ruler's restoration to power, even after he

had made every possible renunciation, and degraded himself to

the most humiliating penances, and received the amplest pontifi-

cal absolutions, For suspected and actual heresy, sentence of

excommunication and deposition was fulminated against gov-

ernors, more than for any other causes. Treasonable plots, con-

spiracies, insurrections, and rebellions, were formed, promoted,

executed, and by pretended pleas of religion were justified, de-

lighted in, and eulogized. Those infernal proceedings were

blasphemously ascribed to the inspiration of God, and when any

success attended the scheme, it was imputed to the divine appr-

val, and unquestionable miraculous interposition, To execute

those traitorous machinations, or to die in the attempt, was pro-

nounced to be infallible proof of the most exalted piety, and the

certain path to eternal felicity ; entitling the actor to the honour

of saintship, and the glorious crown of martyrdom. On the

contrary, obedience and loyalty on the part of Papists to Pro-

testant governments, are declared damnable sins, for which there

is no pardon either in this world, or in eternity. To convince

the bigoted adherents of the Papacy, that all such treasons are

works of pre-eminent piety , pretended prayers, discourses, sacra-

ments, ecclesiastical censures, absolutions, oaths, and covenants,

with all that is apparently sacred and imposing in religion, have

been prostituted ; and all that is exciting and fascinating in super-

stition has been effectually employed among the votaries of the

Romish Priesthood, who are divested of every sentiment of reli-

gion, virtue, or humanity. The absolute duty of assassinating

Protestant rulers, especially after sentence has been pronounced

against them by the Pope, is constantly taught and vehemently

proclaimed ; with the most deliberate resolution, and after the

most solemn preparations, that nefarious criminality has fre-
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quently been perpetrated; although it has more often been un-

successfully attempted: but in all cases the remorseless murder-

ers have been exalted in Popish estimation to the very highest

honours: and some of them were worshipped with the same

adoration which is performed to the Romish canonized saints."

Notwithstanding all the prevalent incredulity respecting the

attributes and practices of modern Romanism; it seems to be

universally admitted, that no human conceptions can fully em-

body the awful realities of that period, when the Italian Pontiffs

were the actual living exemplars of the blasphemy which was

uttered by Ravaillac-" The Pope is God." Illustrations there-

fore of the treasons which the Romish hierarchy command, will

be derived exclusively from events which have occurred since

the Reformation; and which having been executed with the im-

plied sanction, or by the direct authority of modern Popes, in

conformity with the decisions of the Council of Trent, demon-

strate ; that of the Pontifical antichristran system, its devotees may

truly repeat their chant-"As it was in the beginning, is now,

and ever shall be !"
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The Romish Priests were the great agents in inciting the

French Papists to exterminate the Huguenots.  After Henry

III. deserted the league, they incessantly resounded the cry of

war, and blood, and death.   In one year only, it is stated, that

100,000 families were ruined, and during the contest 500,000

Papists were murdered. ….

[page 415 discusses how the Papacy arranged the murder of Henry III.]
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…

Henry IV. eventually, for the sake of peace, nominally con-

verted to Popery; but his apparent change was in vain.  The

malignity of the Jesuits was not appeased, nor his safety as-

sured by it.  Matthew, in his history of the reign of Henry

IV. declares, that at least fifty conspiracies were formed against

that monarch, so that his life was never safe for one moment.

…Even his cup-bearer,

Borbrenius, was employed by the Jesuits to poison him. …

[page 418 discusses how the Jesuits instigated the murder of William Nassau, prince of Orange.]
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5. Elizabeth, Queen of England. … A succeeding Pope, Gregory

XIII., gave away her crown to Mary of Scotland—and during

Elizabeth’s reign nearly thirty notorious conspiracies were form-

ed against her life; besides the various rebellions which, had not

a gracious Providence interposed, would have deluged the land

with blood and desolation. …
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… At the commencement of the 

Irish Massacre of 1641, during which 200,000 Protestants were

butchered, the Priests celebrated mass, and gave the “breaden

God” to no person who would not swear that they would torture
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and murder every Protestant; which was an exact repetition of

the fact in the case of the traitors of the Gunpowder Plot.  Hal-

ligan, a renowned and furious Popish Priest of that period, read

an excommunication in the masshouses against all who should

relieve or conceal any of the English or Scotch inhabitants; and

other anathemas were fulminated against all who did not engage

in the insurrection and slaughter.
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… and it was publically avowed at Nismes by the Papist magistrates and

soldiers, and in many other towns and districts where the Pro-

testants were most numerous, that on August 24, 1815, the an-

niversary of the Parisian massacre of the sixteenth century,

they would celebrate that day with a similar extirpation of the

living Heretics, as their ancestors had experienced. …
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… The massacre in the valleys of Piedmont, which oc-

curred in 1655, and which was arrested in consequence of the

magnanimous interposition and intimidating menaces of Oliver

Cromwell, was commenced and prolonged by some of the most

profound specimens of Jesuitical deception which history re-

cords. …
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Nearly all the European wars which occurred, from the pe-

riod of the Reformation to the French revolution of 1789, du-

ring two hundred and seventy years, were the offspring of Papal

treachery and Jesuitical artifices. …

The principles and designs of that direful overthrow

of Christianity in those countries, can be comprehended from

the common language of the Jesuits at that period: “Heretics

must be dealt with as madmen and children, from whom, if you

design to get a knife, you must show them something else,

though you never intend to give it to them.”  That diabolical

dogma enkindled in Europe “the thirty years’ war,” which ter-

minated in the peace of Westphalia. …
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…

During the civil war in France, for twelve years prior to the

promulgation of the edict of Nantz, one million of lives were

sacrificed. ….

433 CONCLUSION

The preceding “Illustrations of Popery,” with the additional

articles in the Appendix, are deduced almost exclusively from the

Romish authors and annalists. …

It has been the predominant design in the whole of this work,

not only to elucidate accurately the character and spirit of Popery;

but … to demonstrate, that whatever Popery once was, it is now, and that it

ever will be unchangeable; …
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