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Today I want to talk about the creation evolution controversy, the reasons for it, and its impact on society.
God’s word as the source of wisdom

The first point to consider is that wisdom comes from God’s word.  Psalm 119:130.  “The entrance of Thy word giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.”  Psalm 119:105  “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”  James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.”
What the Bible teaches about creation
So wisdom comes from God through His word.  What, then, does the Bible say about the creation?  According to the Bible, God is the creator of all that exists.  He spoke, and the universe came into existence.  He spoke, and life was created.  The Bible says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. …All things were made by Him, and without Him was not anything made that was made.”  The Word was Jesus.  Also, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all their host by the breath of His mouth.  For he spoke, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.”  Psalm 33:6,9.  Finally, the fourth commandment states:  “In six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them.”  So God created all things in the beginning.  In addition, marriage, the Sabbath, and the weekly cycle all were established in Eden

If sin had not entered the world, the world would still be like Eden.  There would be no curse.  All trouble comes from disobedience, and someday the world will be restored to its Eden beauty through Christ and His sacrifice.

God gave us the Sabbath to remind us that He is the Creator.  Thus the Sabbath is a memorial of creation.  The Sabbath takes on particular importance in the last days in the context of the creation evolution controversy.  The first angels’ message of Revelation 14 also mentions God as the Creator.
The Lord is not only our Creator but also our Redeemer.  In fact, creation and redemption are linked.  Jesus rested on the Sabbath after creation and Jesus also rested on the Sabbath after His sacrifice on the cross.  Revelation chapters 4 and 5 also link creation and redemption.  Revelation 4 pictures God as the Creator and Revelation 5 pictures Christ as the Redeemer.
The Creation is beyond human understanding.  It must be accepted by faith.  Hebrews 11:1-3 states, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  For by it the elders obtained a good report.  Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.”  Jesus himself understood the creation in a literal sense.  He referred to Adam and Eve as real people and to the Flood as a historical event.

What evolution teaches
Unfortunately, many people today do not believe in the Creation.  Scientists today teach that the universe arose by a chance quantum fluctuation that caused the Big Bang.  According to this view, after the universe had existed for billions of years, the first life form on earth arose by chance chemical processes.  This life form was very tiny and very simple, simpler than a bacterium.  Then as this life form reproduced, its children became slightly different from their parents, so over many millions of years, the life form gradually changed from generation to generation.  After hundreds of millions of years, all currently existing life forms arose in this way by gradual change.

Evolution teaches the survival of the fittest.  Cruelty reigns supreme.  Might makes right.  The meanest wins.  The toughest, meanest dinosaur kills off all the others and survives.  There is no morality.
Evolution contradicts the Bible account of creation.  It also contradicts the Bible in another way.   According to evolution, there were millions of years of suffering and death before man arose.  This contradicts the Bible that says that after man was made, all that God had made was “very good.”
Effects of evolutionary teaching
This evolutionary teaching, which contradicts the Bible, causes people to lose faith in the Bible.  It also makes redemption meaningless.  If there was no creation then there was no fall.  Instead there is continual evolution and progression and development.  One cannot blame Adam and Eve for imperfection if they arose through chance evolutionary processes.  Thus there would be no need of a Savior.
Because of such teachings, students at secular universities lose their faith in God and in the Bible.  Evolutionary teaching also makes it hard to reach the educated communities.  In the universities, creationists are considered as religious fanatics.

I recently attended a meeting of some faculty in which one geology professor lamented the fact that about half of the incoming students have strongly ingrained “myths” about the creation occurring 6,000 years ago and reject the idea that life has existed on earth for millions of years.
There is even pressure on the SDA church to accept evolution among some intellectuals.

Thus it is vital that our people and students in our universities be educated about this subject.
Effects of a departure from Scripture
So there is a widespread disbelief in the Creation today.  This departure from Scripture leads to a breakdown of society and to immorality.  Thus we have the marriage institution under attack.  Thus we have the abuse of the prisoners in Iraq because people no longer have a secure moral framework.
Evolution is really a form of atheism in denying God’s intervention in nature.  It was atheism that led to the French revolution and all its horrors.  Atheism is also the foundation of communism and its terrible cruelty.  But a society founded on atheism cannot stand.  The Bible says, “Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.  Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.” Psalm 127:1.  Leaders today are trying to build society on a false foundation of secular humanism and denial of God’s sovereignty.  This kind of society will never stand the test of time.
Evolution is a departure from God’s teaching.  This departure from God in the last days was foreseen by the Bible writers.  “For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.”  Isaiah 60:2.  This verse will be fulfilled in the last days.  People will be in darkness, not understanding the truths of God’s word.  The Bible says, Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.  (Romans 1:22)  But God’s people will shine with the light of truth.  Also,  2 Peter 3:5-6 states, “For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.”  People deliberately reject the truth about Creation and the Flood.
When people lose their Biblical foundation in this way, there is no telling where they will end up.  We have already seen the Iraqi prisoner abuse by men from a free and enlightened country.  We will see more strange things as time progresses.

As the Bible is forgotten, the law of God is said to be done away with.  The law is our protection from harm.  What the law prohibits is not for our good.  People proclaim freedom from the law.  Is it any wonder that crime increases, when Christians say that the law has been done away with?  Freedom from the law leads to bondage to sin and to anarchy in society.  Everyone takes what they can.  There is violence and destruction everywhere.   Thus it was before the Flood.  This will happen again in the last days.  Terrible times are coming.
You see, the law is our protection.  Though we are naturally sinners, we can be brought into harmony with God’s law through Christ and His sacrifice.  The law does restrict us, but what the law forbids is not for our good.  The Lord does not withhold any good thing from us.  He provides all we need to be happy.  The treasures of this world without Christ are empty and unsatisfying.  The Bible says, “Be content with such things as ye have.”  We may not have the so-called “good things” of this world, but the Lord is our portion.

Evidence against evolution
So there are many people today who accept the theory of evolution.  This is strange, because there is really no evidence that large scale evolution ever occurred.  Think how a fish would become an amphibian according to the theory of evolution.  An amphibian is something like a salamander, with legs, that spends part of its life in the water.  So how could fish over many generations gradually change to become amphibians?  The fins would have to become legs.  How can a fin become a leg?  A fin has no bones and is not attached to the backbone.  A leg has bones and joints and toes and muscles and nerves and is attached to the backbone.  Somehow over many generations the shape of the fin would have to change, bones and joints and fingers or toes would have to appear in the fin, and the bones would have to attach to the backbone.  How could this happen?

There is a sequence of fossils which biologists claim shows the transition from fish to amphibians.  It is claimed to be one of the best transitional sequences in the fossil record.  I looked at it in detail to find out how a fin could become a leg.  And do you know what?  There were no fossils that showed how it happened!  No fossils that show fins gradually becoming legs.  No fossils showing a fin with a few bones in it, then a fin with more bones in it, et cetera, until one has a leg!  All the fossils in the sequence either had fins or legs.  And this is claimed to be one of the best transitional sequences in the fossil record!

Lack of evidence for evolution

The truth is that there is not a single example in the fossil record that shows any organism evolving into another organism that is significantly different.  The only kind of evolution that has been documented is like the changes in species of dogs, which is very limited change.  All dogs have basically the same body structure, with different proportions and different kinds and colors of hair.  Evolution can only produce minor changes such as the development of different species of dogs.
What we see in nature is not progress but degeneration.  This is not in accordance with the theory of evolution.

Another point against evolution is that there are very many well preserved fossils having great detail.  Such fossils indicate sudden, catastrophic burial.  In real life, fossils do not form under ordinary circumstances.  Organisms die and the flesh is eaten.  The bones decay and disappear.  Fossils do not form unless the organism is suddenly buried alive or soon after death.  Thus the many well preserved fossils in the earth are evidence of the Biblical flood and other catastrophes of the past.

Because there is little evidence for evolution, science cannot explain the origin of life.  Science reveals its own incompleteness and limitations in its inability to explain the origin and development of life, and the origin of the universe.  The evidence from nature calls for something beyond nature, a creator God, to explain the universe.

But if the creation of life on earth occurred about six thousand years ago, how does one explain the old dates given for fossils, dates that are commonly in the hundreds of millions of years?  These dates are based on radiometric dating techniques, and assume that decay processes have always been proceeding at a constant rate.  However, we now have evidence that decay was much faster in the past, which explains why these dates are so old.  In addition, there are many, many evidences in the geological column that the layers of fossils were laid down very fast, by a great worldwide catastrophe.
Why people believe evolution

If there is so little evidence for the theory of evolution, why then do so many people believe in it?  Many of them believe it simply because they are taught it.  Many people accept evolution because it permits them to live a lifestyle of sin and self indulgence.  An evolutionary philosophy permits men to live in sin without disturbing their conscience.  Many accept it because of tremendous pressure and prejudice against creationists.  There is considerable pressure to accept evolution in the scientific community.  

Creationists are criticized because they do not publish in scientific journals.  But it is impossible for an article promoting a creationist view to be accepted in scientific journals with the prejudice against creationism.
There is tremendous hostility to religion among many scientists.  Those who accept evolution and reject religion are firmly in control of the scientific establishment, and those who openly accept creationism do so at the risk of their careers in many cases.  Scientists say that it is OK to believe in God, but any thought that He could intervene in the physical universe is considered unscientific.  Thus they close the door to the truth.

2 Corinthians 4:4 states, “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”
You see, there is really no choice but evolution if one rejects a belief in God as the scientific establishment does.  How else could life have arisen but by evolution if there is no God?  Chance chemical processes could only have produced a very primitive life form, and even this is highly improbable.  Then this primitive life form must have gradually evolved into all the organisms we see on earth today.

Evolution as a religion
Evolutionists criticize creationists for attempting to bring religion into the school system. But in reality the current scientific world view, in rejecting a belief that God intervenes in nature, is religious despite its claims to be objective and non-religious.  Science cannot prove that God never intervened in nature.  An objective viewpoint would consider the possibility that God does intervene in nature.  To reject this possibility is an atheistic, and therefore religious, viewpoint, because even atheism (the belief that there is no God) is a religion.
The case of Ronald Numbers is interesting.  He was originally a Seventh-day Adventist.  He learned of the formation at Specimen Ridge in Yellowstone National Forest in which many fully formed forests are found on top of one another.  He did not see how this formation could have formed in 6,000 years.  This led him to give up his belief in creationism.  Eventually he gave up his belief in Christianity altogether.

The funny thing is that now we know that all these forests at Specimen Ridge were laid down at about the same time, so this formation poses no problem at all for the 6,000 year history of the earth.  Someone at Loma Linda did a Ph.D. thesis in which they examined the tree rings in successive layers at Specimen Ridge and showed that they all had the same patterns. This shows that the trees in all these layers lived at the same time and were brought to this location in a very short period of time.

In the same way, doubts can be explained in many cases when we obtain more information.  We need to have faith when some things are hard to understand.
Conclusion

Evolution contradicts the Bible teaching about the Creation. But this teaching is false.  True wisdom comes from God.  The Bible gives a true account of the Creation, and a belief in the Bible leads to love and compassion, not cruelty as evolution teaches.  To the evolutionist, the universe reveals the chance working of physical laws that care nothing for our happiness or unhappiness.  To the Christian, the creation reveals the wisdom, power, mercy, and love of God.  The beauty of nature speaks to us of the Creator.
The Lord cares for the weak and loves them.  He invites them to come to Him and find rest and salvation.  He does not let them die because they are less fit.  It is not the laws of physics, but God who is the source of life, love, and happiness.  Cut off from Him, life loses its meaning and degenerates.
The Creator, Jesus, is the only remedy for sin, which is the source of the world’s problems.  Come to Him, believe in Him, accept Him if you have not already done so.  
Jesus said, I am come that they might have life, and have it more abundantly.  Believe in Him as the Creator and as your Redeemer from sin.  Then he will create in you a new heart through the Holy Spirit and make you fit for His soon coming kingdom.
Amen.

