
COMP 915
Fall, 2009
Assignment 12

December 4, 2009
This is a big assignment, covering one and a half school weeks.  Start early.

All books will be on 915 reserve in the Reading Room

Read:   Goldsmith, Komlos, and Gold, The Chicago Guide to Your Academic Career, Chaps. 1,5.

Schoenfeld and Magnan, Mentor in a Manual, 1992. Chapters 1, 2 up through p 32, &  

Appendix A.  Read first edition if possible.  The second edition is verbose, but valid.

Recommended Optional Scans for those seriously considering academic careers:  


Table of Contents for sure, possibly other chapters in Goldsmith
Table of Contents for sure, possibly other chapters in Schoenfeld


“Taulbee Survey”  (CS academic salaries, and much more) at 

  http://www.cra.org/statistics/

Status of Women in Computer Research,  “Career Mentoring Workshops” at
               http://www.cra.org/main/cra.pubs.html

Snyder, et al., Academic Careers for Experimental Computer Scientists, Chaps. 1,5

Exercises: 


Essay 1:  (1-2 pages)


What assertions about “university teaching as a job” did you read that surprised you?  
Why?


Essay 2:    (1-2 pages)
I've lived through six computer revolutions:   (1) First programmed computers—a few, (2) First stored-program computers—hundreds, (3) Transistors and thence minicomputers—thousands,  (4) Integrated circuits and thence microcomputers—millions, (5) Personal computers with graphical interfaces—hundreds of millions, (6) the Internet.

I see the iPhone as harbinger of a seventh, at least as big as any of the above.


Topic:  How will the ubiquity of computers, multiple rich sensors, and apps in "smart phones" change how we should teach computer science (or computer skills, if you prefer that topic.)
You may want to start by looking at some websites, such as

http://developer.apple.com/iphone/program/university.html


